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A Year of Gifts to Polluters, Plus a 
Handful of Environmental Wins 

 This was the year of the two-thirds vote.  

 With firm hold of a two-thirds majority in both houses of 
the state legislature after the November 2016 election, the Demo-
cratic legislative leaders and the governor charged into the year 
ready to test that majority. 

 In April, they tested it on a bill to finance transportation. 
In July, they tested it on a bill to extend the cap-and-trade rules 
for containing climate pollution.  

 The result?  

 When it became clear that not all Democrats were up for the votes, the governor and legis-
lative leaders started negotiating with the industries that influence a lot of Republican and so-
called “moderate” Democrats’ votes in the legislature. 

 Those key industries, among the most polluting in the state, became the walk-away win-
ners.  

Bills Polluters Could Love 

 To get the two-thirds for the transportation finance bill, SB 1, lawmakers and the gover-
nor’s office gave the trucking industry an amendment that hinders air regulators’ ability to cut 
toxic pollution spewing from old trucks still in service.  

 To grab the two-thirds for the cap-and-trade exten-
sion bill, AB 398, lawmakers and the governor negotiated 
language to remove oil industry opposition. The provisions 
the oil industry won weakened local air districts’ power 
to control refinery climate pollution, forced the state air 
pollution control agency to abandon plans to ratchet down 
on refinery air pollution, and allowed oil and other busi-
nesses to hang onto a nifty tax cut. 

 And all of that was done before the first half of the legislative year was completed.  

Environmental Justice Allies 

 Sierra Club California and a broad range of environmental and environmental justice allies 
hung together to oppose the deal with the trucking industry in April. But by July, the environmen-
tal coalition split. Some environmental groups supported the cap-and-trade bill, arguing that it 
was the best deal that could be had. Sierra Club California aligned with environmental justice al-
lies to oppose AB 398, arguing that the giveaways to the oil industry would set back progress on 
cutting climate change and local air pollution.  

 We lost that effort. And after the tension of that first six months, it seemed the rest of the 
year could only be better. 
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Votes by New Class 
in Assembly Reveal 
Environmental 
Champions 
 

 When the new class of As-
sembly members arrived this year, 
we were a little skeptical about 
whether those who claimed to be 
environmental champions would 
make us proud. 

 After all, previous newbies 
who came in with green credentials 
had disappointed us as they came 
face-to-face with the lobbying force 
of the oil industry, developers, the 
chemical industry, and big agricul-
ture. 

 This year, though, has been 
different. Of the 13 scores of 100 
percent in the Assembly, five came 
from the new members who prom-
ised to be strong on the environ-
ment.  

 (A 14th score of 100 percent 
went to Jimmy Gomez, who left the 
Assembly last summer to serve in 
the House of Representatives.) 

 The five were Laura Fried-
man from Glendale; Todd Gloria 
from San Diego; Ash Kalra from San 

Jose; Monique Limón from Santa 
Barbara; and Eloise Reyes from San 
Bernardino. 

 Often, it isn’t until after the 
first re-election race before Assem-
blymembers begin leading on the 
environment. This new crew wasted 
no time demonstrating leadership.  

 They all  authored at least 
one important environmental or en-
vironmental justice bill.  

 Kudos and thanks to them  
and all the other 100 percenters. 

Late Successes  

 In September, environmentalists helped pass a first-
of-its-kind bill (AB 262) to force the state to take into ac-
count the greenhouse gas emissions embedded in the supply 
chain for certain construction materials, such as structural 
steel and rebar. Likewise, a long effort begun a few years ago 
to provide labels on cleaning products used at the workplace 
finally passed (SB 258).  

 But certain oil industry regulation reform bills lost or 
were significantly weakened, and an important wildlife pro-
tection bill (AB 1151) was pulled back by the author.  

 Early in the year, a triad of bills to beef up California’s 
environmental protections as a Trump resistance measure 
were introduced. One was signed into law, one was vetoed, 
and one was held in the second house.  

 The lesson? Even in California it isn’t easy to pass 
green policy. 

(Cont, from front page) 

Governor’s Signing Score Is Not 
the Whole Story 
 

 Governor Jerry Brown’s score on bills included in this 
year’s report card is pretty good.  

 Ten of the 15 bills made it to his desk. The governor 
agreed with us and signed or vetoed 9 of them as we request-
ed.  Just one of the scorecard bills that we supported, he    
vetoed. So he scores a 90 percent this year. But as we have 
noted before, scores in our annual report card don’t ade-
quately illuminate this administration’s approach to policy. 

Not So Transparent 

 One of the most telling illustrations of how the Brown 
Administration operates occurred in the final week of the leg-
islative session. The governor’s office decided to push 
through a controversial bill related to the complicated elec-
tricity grid system. The administration essentially negotiated 
behind closed doors with a narrowly drawn group.  

 Together, they apparently decided a late-hour jam 
would avoid extended public hearing and debate, including 
about the potential environmental impacts of the proposed 
legislation. 

 That novel approach to democracy, a bit reminiscent 
of what we saw with the health care debate in DC, didn’t 
work out. The bill was held. 

 Transparency is not this administration’s strongest 
characteristic. This legislative year emphasized that. 
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AB 262 (Bonta)  
Employs the state government’s massive purchasing pow-
er and supply-chain analysis to recognize manufacturers 
who produce less climate pollution than average. SUP-
PORT: Signed 
 
AB 313 (Gray)  
Would have weakened the ability of regulators to stop ille-
gal diversions of water. OPPOSE: Vetoed 
 
AB 378 (C. Garcia)  
Would have made reforms to cap-and-trade regulations to 
ensure that local communities would not suffer greater 
local air pollution SUPPORT: Failed to achieve needed two
-thirds vote on Assembly Floor 
 
AB 523 (Reyes)  
Will improve equity of distribution of state funds for clean 
energy and efficiency projects. SUPPORT: Signed 
 
AB 805 (Gonzalez Fletcher)  
Changes voting at the San Diego Association of Govern-
ments (SANDAG) to better reflect the population of San 
Diego County, and increase transparency and oversight. 
SUPPORT: Signed 
 
AB 890 (Medina)  
Would have limited the use of ballot initiatives in certain 
cases to prevent developers from abusing a loophole that 
allows projects to bypass the California Environmental 
Quality Act. SUPPORT: Vetoed 
 
AB 1151 (Gloria)  
Would have helped prevent more Vaquita, a small endan-
gered porpoise, from drowning by disincentivizing the use 
of dangerous gillnet fishing gear. SUPPORT: Passed in 
Assembly, held in Senate 
 
AB 1328 (Limón)  
This bill originally required robust disclosure of all chemi-
cals used in all oil industry activities to better protect Cali-
fornia from these chemicals. We  scored the first Assembly 
vote only as later votes on the bill reflect amendments that 

weakened it to remove oil industry opposition. SUPPORT: 
Signed 
 
AB 1414 (Friedman)  
Helps make solar power systems more affordable by con-
tinuing protections put in place by the passage of SB 1222 
(Leno) in 2012 against unchecked permitting fees. SUP-
PORT: Signed 
 
SB 57 (Stern)  
Would prohibit SoCal Gas from injecting natural gas into 
the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility until a root-
cause analysis of the leak from the facility is complete.  
SUPPORT: Failed to achieve needed two-thirds 
vote on Senate floor  
 
SB 100 (de León)  
Would accelerate the electricity sector renewable energy 
requirement to 60% by 2031 and set a state goal to reach 
100% clean energy by 2046. SUPPORT: Passed in Senate; 
held in Assembly 
 
SB 231 (Hertzberg) 
Helps clarify that water agencies can collect fees to imple-
ment stormwater cleanup and capture projects. SUP-
PORT: Signed 
 
SB 258 (Lara)  
Requires disclosure on the product label of chemical ingre-
dients in cleaning products. SUPPORT: Signed 
 
SB 465 (Jackson)  
Would have helped reframe the Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources as an agency that should regulate 
the oil industry, instead of maximizing oil production. 
SUPPORT: Passed in Senate; held in Assembly 
 
SB 801 (Stern)  
Directs electric utilities to deploy additional energy storage 
capacity as an emergency procurement to address near-
term electric grid needs due to the limitations at the Aliso 
Canyon Gas Storage Facility. SUPPORT: Signed 

2017 Bill Summaries 
  

 Sierra Club California policy advocates select the bills that appear on the scorecard. The selection is 
based on factors that include a bill’s overall importance to the state’s environmental quality, the precedent it 
sets for good or bad impacts, and the bill’s importance to fulfilling the Club’s mission. We also consider what 
a bill’s score reveals about environmental commitment in the legislature. This year, we scored 12 bills in each 
house, Assembly and Senate.  

Now that you know the score, take action! 

Tell your legislators you know the score. Call their district offices and thank them if they scored well, 
or express disappointment if they didn’t. Let them know you care about California’s environment. 
You can find phone numbers for legislators at www.senate.ca.gov or www.assembly.ca.gov.  

You can find out who your representatives are at: findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/.  

Make your voice heard and take action on key legislation when the 2018 legislative session begins by 
watching for news at: www.sierraclubcalifornia.org. 

Become a Sierra Club California member and keep up on the latest news at 
www.sierraclubcalifornia.org, where you can also sign up for activist updates. 

http://www.senate.ca.gov
http://www.assembly.ca.gov
http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/
http://www.sierraclub.org/california
http://www.sierraclubcalifornia.org
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