KERN RIVER WHITEWATER RUNS, WITH CLASSES (Normal Years)





RIVER�
RUN�
RT�
CLS�
SEASON / COMMENTS�
�
Kern at Ming Lake





Upper Kern























Lower Kern


�
Golf Course


Rancheria Road


Powerhouse to Park < 1500 cfs


Powerhouse to Park > 1500 cfs


Fairview to Caulkins Flat


River Kern Beach to Park


Limestone





Cable (to KR Beach or Park)





Dam (Isabella) to Hobo


Miracle (Hobo to Democrat)�
T1


T2


T2


T3


T3


T3


T3





T3





T3


T3�
1


1-2


2-3


3


2-3


3


4





4





2-3


4�
All or most of the year. Good entry level moving water.


Most of the year, with possible exception of Nov-Jan.


Enough water Feb or Mar to/thru June. Needs >250cfs.


May exceed 1500 only during peak run-off in spring.


Short season during peak run-off, April-May.Needs > 900 cfs.


Short season during peak run-off, April-May. 900 cfs or more.


Usually March-June. Best between 750-1200 cfs.  Difficult above 2000 cfs.


Short season during peak run-off. Needs >1200 cfs. 3 tough rapids; less demanding than Miracle. Difficult above 2600 cfs.


Dam release. Late May / June to October. Needs > 900 cfs.


Dam release. Late May/June to Sept. Best at 1000-1400. Difficult above 2000 cfs. Long run with complex rapids.�
�



OTHER WHITEWATER RIVERS AND RUNS, WITH CLASSES





RIVER�
RUN�
RT�
CLS�
SEASON / COMMENTS�
�
Kings�
Pine Flat Dam


Garnet Dike�
T2


T3�
2


3�
Easier whitewater. Available from May or June til Aug/Sept.


March til July. Premier scenery, isolated whitewater.�
�
E. Fork Carson�
Below Hangman Bridge


Above Hangman Bridge by road�
T3


T3�
2


3+�
Whitewater camping. Isolated. Medium difficulty. Apr-June.


Narrow, challenging. Steep gradient. Apr-June.�
�
S. Fork American�
Chili Bar


Gorge�
T3


T3�
3


3�
Congested (rafts) pool/drop w/ good holes. March - Nov.


Congested. Best paddling is canyon after Satan’s. Mar-Nov.�
�
Kaweah�
Dinelly Bridge to N. Fork Drive.


N. Fork Drive to Terminus Res.�
T3


T3�
4


2-3�
Technical. Slickies (cls 4-5) must be portaged. April to June.


Only one tough (cls 4) rapid, Washing Machine (aka Motel).�
�
Merced�
Red Bud to Foot Bridge


Mile 9 to 15�
T3


T2�
3-4


2�
Mar - June. Four cls 4 rapids. Cold water, often cold weather.


Mar - June. Good training run. High waves during run-off.�
�
Mokelumne�
Electra Picnic Area to Hy 49�
T2�
2�
Most of year because of dam releases. Only 3 miles.�
�
Tuolumne�
Meral’s Pool to Ward’s Ferry�
T3�
4�
Spring snowmelt, summer dam releases. 18 miles.�
�



AVAILABLE FLATWATER / MOVING WATER RUNS, WITH CLASSES


RIVER/LAKE/BAY�
RUN�
RT�
CLS�
SEASON / COMMENTS�
�
Colorado�
Black Canyon


Willow Beach


Topock Gorge


Blythe to Yuma�
T1


T1


T1


T1�
1


1


1


1�
These runs are available most or all of the year, with infre-quent rainfall and moderate temperatures (hot in summer). They could be used more to help develop beginning boaters.�
�
Owens


OK all most of the year. Good entry level moving water�
Pleasant Valley


Laws Bridge


Collins Road to Hy 168 Bridge


Chalk Cliff�
T1


T1


T1


T2�
1+


1+


1+


1-2�
Slightly faster water than Laws or Collins Road.


Most basic. Can go to Line Road or Warm Springs Road.


Great for overnight trip (with gear in boats) or long day trip.


Quite a bit more difficult than the other three.�
�
Kern�
Golf Course (see above)�
T1�
1�
All or most of the year. Good entry level moving water.�
�
Marina Del Ray�
�
O�
Flat�
�
�
Morro Bay�
�
O�
Flat�
An attractive, pleasant place to paddle.�
�
Avila Beach�
�
O�
Flat�
�
�
Newport Bk Bay�
�
O�
Flat�
�
�
Courtwright Res.�
�
T1�
Flat�
In the Sierra. �
�
Edison Lake�
�
T1�
Flat�
In the Sierra.�
�
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