SIERRA CLUB – ANGELES CHAPTER 
DENALI  – THE LAST FRONTIER
May 21 – May 27, 2012
DENALI – THE LAST FRONTIER PLUS SEWARD AND KENAI FJORDS

May 21 – May 30, 2012
7 or 10 day trip
Leaders:  Donna Specht and Ana Cadez

Everyone welcome.  Come with us to the Heart of Alaska as we travel by charter coach, experience magnificent scenery and wildlife while staying in picturesque wilderness lodges.    Relax and soak up the panoramic views on our journey from Whittier (AK) to Denali National Park. Enroute spend two nights in the historic mountaineering town of Talkeetna, the staging area for mountaineering expeditions to Denali (Mt. McKinley), North America’s highest peak. Spend three nights,two ½ days exploring  Denali National Park where you’ll have a chance to spot Alaska’s largest land animals on a wilderness/wildlife tour, hike, visit working sled dogs.   We will board our motor coach in Denali and travel back to Anchorage.  Spend the night in Anchorage and visit points of interest, hiking, and exploring modern frontier life and ancient native cultures and hike/stroll/bike the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail.  Or travel on with us to Seward and the Kenai Fjords.   
May 21
MON

WHITTIER – ANCHORAGE – TALKEETNA
Exclusive motor coach picks us up from the Princess ship dock in Whittier (AK) and takes us to Anchorage to pick up more participants, drop off extra baggage at the Comfort Inn, brief City tour and stop by the market.  Lunch on our own.  On the way to Anchorage, we will stop by the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center dedicated to the rescue of orphaned and injured animals.  See two rescued grizzly siblings playing, musk ox, moose, caribou, elk and bison.   Check in at the lodge in Talkeetna and freshen up for happy hour and make dinner arrangements.  Weather permitting, the view of Mt. McKinley from the lodge is breathtaking. Overnight at the Talkeetna Alaskan Lodge.
· Check out Anchorage:  http://www.anchorage.net/index.html
May 22
TUE

TALKEETNA 
Ice chunks and weather permitting, you can book a 2 hour Mahay’s safari jet boat ride on the Talkeetna Queen.    View nesting bald eagles, beaver activity, moose and bear in their natural habitat.  The guide and a naturalist (carries a shotgun) takes you on a walk to see how subsistence trappers lived at the turn of the century and native culture.  Hike and explore the quirky town of Talkeetna, catch the Lodge shuttle or hike 2.5 miles back to the lodge on the bike trail.  Weather permitting, flights over Denali (Mt McKinley) is best done from Talkeetna.  You can book optional tours from the lodge or in Talkeetna.  Hike on trails around the lodge.  Lodge shuttle service into town.   You can also catch the Alaskan Railroad Hurricane Turn train for a short day trip.   Best to book flightseeing on arrival.  Mahays and Railroad in advance.   Overnight Talkeetna lodge.
· Alaska Railroad Hurricane Turn out of Talkeetna (Tuesday May 22):  alaskarailroad.com
$84 round trip or Flagstop Rail & Susitna River Float $160 

· Mahays Riverboat Service, Talkeetna:  www.mahaysriverboat.com.  
· Hudson Air.  One of the oldest.  Let me know if you are interested and I can try to get some good rates in advance. 
· Check out our lodge:  http://www.talkeetnalodge.com
May 23         WED

 TALKEETNA TO   DENALI  NATIONAL PARK
Spend the morning exploring, sightseeing and hiking.   Board our motor coach charter around noon  for approximately 3-4 hour ride to Denali.  Meet for Happy Hour and make dinner arrangements.   Overnight at the requested McKinley Chalets.   
· For a look at Denali,  visit website by 2006 participant Derek Walentinsen:  http://shadowcasterpress.com/alaska/
May 24
THUR

DENALI

There are so many things to do in Denali NP, you won’t be able to do it all.  It is suggested that you book the Tundra Wilderness Tour (6-8 hours), which is the only way visitors may see the park. The tour takes you deep into the wilderness habitat of grizzlies, caribou, Dall sheep, moose and wolves amid wide angle scenery.  In the afternoon select from the many optional activities available in the Denali area.   Shuttle buses (no one actually knows the schedule) get you around.  Or Flight see in the morning for a bird’s eye view of 20,320’ Denali (Mt McKinley), the Athabascan native people’s name for the “High One.”  Or hike with your leaders.  Get together in the evening for dinner, a short walk from our lodge.  (Alaskans take offense at calling Denali Mt McKinley.)
· Book on your own in advance or sometimes, people book on arrival.
Tundra Wilderness Tour in Denali NPK (6-8 hours), book ahead of time: 
 www.nps.gov/dena.  1-800-622-7275
Checkout the inexpensive shuttle bus tours:  www.reservedenali.com.  1-800-622-7275

May 25
FRI

DENALI 
Hike, explore, enjoy, relax.   Visit the dog sled kennels, the visitor center.  Pick up the Alpenglow in our hotel lobby for a list of things to do, shuttle destinations and times, maps, ranger led walks and hikes, visitor center, Murie Science center, wildlife tips, tons of current info. Happy hour, of course.  Make plans for dinner.  

May 26
SAT

DENALI - ANCHORAGE
Hike, explore, enjoy, relax.  Board our charter motor coach in the early afternoon for approximately 6 hour ride to Anchorage.  Visit the famous Saturday Market. Overnight at the Anchorage Comfort Inn, 111 Ship Creek Ave, Anchorage.  1-907-277-6887.

 May 27
SUN

ANCHORAGE – HOME or on to Seward
Hearty continental breakfast included.  Check out unless staying over.  Comfort Inn does have a nine passenger van for transfers to Anchorage Airport.  Flights may vary throughout the day.  Gabriela at Iberoamericana Travel is available to assist with your airline tickets.  If going on to Seward, you will need to repack and only take what you need and store the rest at the Comfort Inn.
Seward:  Just 125 miles from Anchorage, we will have our own van.  Seward is one of Alaska's oldest and most charming towns, it's surrounded by breathtaking scenic beauty. Just being there is a thrill to the senses.   As the "gateway to Kenai Fjords National Park," Seward offers incredible opportunities for exploration, recreation and outdoor relaxation. .

May 28
MON

ANCHORAGE – SEWARD

Enjoy hearty full service continental breakfast included.  Board our coach 7 am  for the 3 hour ride to Seward.  Check in at the Hotel and then Board our Kenai Fjords National Park Tour at 11:30 am.
The 6 hour tour will include abundant wildlife and massive tidewater glaciers.  Visit Chaswell Islands or Cape Resurrection.  These cruises offer the best opportunity for whale watching.  Check in our hotel.

MAY 29
TUE

SEWARD – ANCHORAGE

Free morning.  Visit sites in Seward and board our coach 12 noon.  Visit Exit Glacier on our way out of town.   Arrive Anchorage Hotel around 5 pm.  Overnight at Comfort Inn.

MAY 30
WED

ANCHORAGE – HOME

Enjoy hearty breakfast, check out.    What an adventure!!  You will go home a different person!
Comfort Inn is within walking distance of town or the Inn has a shuttle van.  Inn is close to the 12 mile Tony Knowles Coastal Trail along Cook Inlet.  Check out the Sunday Market.  Experience Alaska’s largest city while taking in the breathtaking views of three surrounding major mountain ranges. Visit the Anchorage Museum of History and Art for changing exhibits of local history and Native culture, take a relaxing walk downtown, explore galleries and gift shops, or visit a zoo and botanical gardens.  Visitor center located on 4th and F Street.  Pick up tourist information, maps.   Visit the Alaska Native Heritage Center.   Meals on your own.  Meet for Happy Hour and dinner arrangements. 
Now we are on our way!  Come join the leaders and as always, a very special group of people.  

The cruise is fantastic, but your trip to Alaska won’t be complete unless you get a chance to see the  interior of this Great Land.  Alaska is on the front lines of global warming and always under pressure of land use and wildlife exploitation.  To see this land is to understand and care about our last frontier.   And there is nothing more satisfying than a bottle of Alaskan Amber at the local saloon after an exciting day.   Looking for volunteers for the “Ice Patrol.”  Need ice for Happy Hours. 

Notes on Fitness, Climate and Clothing:  This trip is designed in such a way that you can do as much or as little as you like.   On Denali 2005, 6,7,8,9 and 2010 we had a wide age range of participants.   In Denali, you can go on a strenuous hike in the mountains or a gentle walk down to beaver dams on the oxbow lakes or read a book….  The climate in the interior at this time of year is relatively warm compared to the Alaska Cruise.  Denali Park may be cooler due to the higher altitude, but even there, we’ve experienced warm days.  As in the traditional Sierra Club way, we recommend layered quick dry clothing, polar fleece jacket and outer layer waterproof jacket.   Dinner attire is casual.  

 If you are interested in our adventure, please complete the form on the next page.  If you have any questions, please call Donna at 714-963-6345 or donnaspecht@juno.com
SIERRA CLUB – ANGELES CHAPTER

CO SPONSORED BY ORANGE COUNTY SIERRA SINGLES
DENALI  – THE LAST FRONTIER

May 21-27, 2012 or Add Seward May 21- 30, 2012
Leaders:  Donna Specht and Ana Cadez
Everyone welcome!  If you would like to join us, please follow the procedure below to become a
participant.   The cost of the Denali Land package is $1,175 with Sierra Club Number/$1275 non 
member or $1,775 and includes chartered motor coach, driver gratuities, deluxe lodging (double occupancy) leader led hikes, happy hours, some meals and transfers.  (Sierra Club membership is only $15, send separate check payable Sierra Club and I will get you signed up.)
If traveling single, we’ll make every effort to match you with another suitable participant, same sex.
To reserve, please send the below form, $300 deposit per person (ck payable OCSS), the Med and
 Liability Waiver forms to:  Donna Specht, 22221 Wood Island Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92646

Balance  $875 or !,475 due February 1, 2012.  (Or pay the full amount refundable Feb 1 or before, 

 $300 deposit also refundable Feb 1 or before ($25 cancellation fee) 

If signing up after Feb 1, full amount is due and cost non refundable as substantial deposits have
 already been made per our contracts.  Call me or Iberoamericana for trip cancellation insurance information.

If canceling between February 1 and March 1, 2012, there is a possibility of a refund if trip is full and 
space is resold to suitable replacement, but no guarantee.  ($50 cancellation fee).  Early sign up is encouraged.   

The fine print:  Our service providers have advised us that they reserve the right to change, delete, or add to itinerary for factors out of their control, i.e. weather, time, etc.   As with any  travel, there may be challenges, delays, itinerary changes  due to unexpected and unforeseen circumstances.  We’ll be calm, flexible and work together as a group and have a blast.  Bring wine.  

Also there is the outside possibility (highly unlikely) that if trip falls below minimum of 20
 participants on March 1, trip not possible and trip cost refunded.

What you need to do prior to filling out the form:  Purchase your cruise from Iberoamericana Travel.  Or meet us in Anchorage.   Have a valid passport.  If you purchased your airfare from Iberoamericana, advise Gabriela that you are on this Denali extension.  She will need to change your return flight from May 21 to the date of your choice.   You may arrange your own air, but remember flights are not round trip: LAX to Vancouver & Anchorage to LAX.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

TRIP:  DENALI  _________________________ DENALI PLUS SEWARD________________   
Name (s) : ________________________________________Sierra Club #________________

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________


Contact Phones: Home___________________________ cell___________________________  
E mail(for important updates):    ________________________________________________________
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