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 Andy Stephens, one of the participants’ teachers, said it all when motivating his students, “It is an honor 
to be of service to such a beautiful park.” From June 6 to June 8, 17 students from a Los Angeles charter school, 
California Academy for Liberal Studies Early College High School (CALS HS); their teachers, Andy Stephens 
and Bence Szamosfalvi; and Angeles Chapter ICO volunteers Rob Seltzer, Vicente Baldwin, and Dave and 
Shirley Hickman participated in a Yosemite Vegetation and Restoration Branch program.  
 On the morning of Sat., June 7, we traveled in vans from the campsites reserved for us near Hetch 
Hetchy Dam to Yosemite Valley’s North Pine Campsite. There, volunteer coordinator Marielle DeBree pointed 
out large clusters of Himalayan blackberries and led a discussion of the negative aspects of such invasive 
species. Everyone received protective leather gloves and a shovel or shears and set to work vigorously digging, 

pulling and clipping the thorny plants. Many had roots 
lodged deep under rocks. 
 At noon, Yosemite staff treated our group along 
with many others to a delicious lunch of sloppy joes, 
coleslaw, tossed salad, fruit, and brownies. After lunch, 
Marielle asked if we would like to continue working. There 
was not a dissenting voice.  
 We returned to the Himalayan blackberry patches 
and worked with varying and perhaps lesser degrees of 
vigor for another hour. 
 At the end, it was gratifying to see the large mounds 
of vines, roots and all, packed in the back of a pickup truck 
and ready to be taken to be burned. 
 Now, time for fun! The bravest of the young people 
jumped into a tributary of the Merced River for a quick, 
cold dip. We next hiked the aptly-named, spray-" lled Mist 
Trail, from which we could view Vernal Falls. 
 On Sunday, we brie# y explored Hetch Hetchy Dam 
and visited the Cascades and the Mariposa Sequoia Grove 
before the long and, for the students, sleepy drive back to 
Los Angeles.
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