***USE AT YOUR OWN RISK***
Sheep Mountain
  

  (5141')





  30B


Location: Riverside County, about 9 miles south of Palm Desert

                129 miles from Los Angeles


Maps:
Auto Club:
Riverside County


Forest Service:
San Bernardino National Forest


Topo:

Toro Peak 7½

Nearby Peak:

Martinez Mountain



ROUTE 1
(USFS Adventure Pass Required)
Distance:
13 miles round trip on trail and cross- country

Gain:
2900 feet total, 2100 feet going plus 800 feet gain on the return

Time:
6-7 hours round trip

Rating:
Class 1, Strenuous

Navigation:
Difficult

Leader rating: “I”, normal conditions

Original:
Bill T. Russell, June 1973

DRIVING ROUTE 1
· Take Interstate 10 east to SR 79 in Beaumont.

· Go south on 79 to the Ramona Expressway. Turn left (east).

· Go east and then southeast on the Ramona Expressway until it ends at SR 74. Turn left (east).

· Go east on SR 74 to Mountain Center (junction with Idyllwild hwy).

· Continue east on SR 74 for about 21.5 miles to a paved road (F.S. 7S06) at a sign “Cactus Spring Trail”. This is just across from the entrance to Pinyon Flat campground.

· Go south ¼ mile to the (paved) “Sawmill Trailhead” parking lot.

· Note:  You can also reach the parking area by going east on I-10 and exiting on Monterey Ave in Palm Desert.  Go south on Monterey until you reach highway 111.  Continue straight (now highway 74) for 24 miles to 7S06, turn left, and continue as above.

HIKING ROUTE 1
· From the parking area, (4040'), hike east along the road to an intersection. 

· Continue straight ahead at the beginning of the Cactus Spring Trail. This is shown as a short road segment on the topo. Hike along the trail as it goes right at a fork and descends to a road near an old dolomite mine. 
· Turn left (east) on this road and follow it past the mine to where the trail leaves the road. This is the old trailhead. Continue east on the trail as it goes over several rises and then descends to Horse Thief Creek near BM 3492. 

· Follow it across the creek as it climbs over a hill to avoid a waterfall and then descends back into a wash. 

· Follow it east along this wash to Cactus Spring. Leave the trail here and go north-northeast passing to the left of bump 4678' and then across bump 5067'.

· Descend through a saddle and then go north past a false summit to the peak.
ALTERNATE HIKING ROUTE

This peak is often combined with Martinez Mountain. From the summit of Martinez, descend either gully, just north or just south of the peak, to about 4800' where they almost come together. From here hike northwest cross-country passing south of bump 5122' and north of bump 5027' and on to bump 5067'. From here turn right (north) and continue as above. 

The statistics for both peaks are about 18 miles and 5500 ft elev gain (very strenuous)
WILDERNESS PERMITS
Both Sheep Mountain and Martinez Mountain are in the Santa Rosa Wilderness. A wilderness permit is required for overnight use. For permit information, contact:

Idyllwild Ranger Station

P.O. Box 518

Idyllwild, CA   92349

(909) 659-2117
PEAK NAME ORIGINS

By Mr. Louis Quirarte

Named by the USGS (1901). The reference here is probably for wild Nelson Bighorn [or Mountain] Sheep (Ovis canadensis) that still range freely in this area. This summit overlooks their natural habitat. Nearby Sheep Creek was named at the same time. Name first appears on USGS indio Special Map (1904). Name officially accepted by USBGN (1963). Peak was on the original 1946 HPS Peak List.

PEAK GUIDE UPDATES

Please report any corrections or changes to the Mountain Records Chair.

04/09/2002 BP:  Added alternative driving instructions and peak name origins.
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