Location: Orange County, about 11 miles south of Corona


	58 miles from Los Angeles





Maps:	Auto Club:	Los Angeles and Vicinity, Orange County


	Forest Service:	Cleveland National Forest


	Topo:		Santiago Peak 7½


	HPS Topo:	18AB Santiago Modjeska Peaks 01-1992 or later





Nearby Peaks:	Santiago Peak


�



ROUTE 1


(From the summit of Santiago Peak)


(USFS Parking Permit Required)





Distance:	2 miles one way on road & trail


Gain:	500'


Time:	¾ hour


Rating:	Class 1





Original:	Charlie Knapke - Sep 1991





DRIVING ROUTE 1





See the Santiago Peak guide.








HIKING ROUTE 1





From the summit of Santiago Peak, hike down the road about 0.25 mile to a junction with the Main Divide road.  Turn right (east, towards Holy Jim Trail) and go a short distance to where the road widens at about 5400'.


An unsigned and not very obvious trail leaves the road on the left.  Shortly the trail becomes more obvious.


NOTE: This trail can become overgrown if not maintained regularly.  Follow this trail northwest to saddle 4988 where the trail meets the Main Divide road, then continues to the right of the road.


Continue on the “Modjeska Peak Trail” for about 0.5 mile to a junction with an old road.


Turn right (northeast) on the road and follow it to the summit.  It saves some distance to shortcut the road, taking a use trail on the right (east) of the road which runs northeast to the summit.


Alternate (avoiding the trail):  Turn left (northwest) on the Main Divide road and follow it for about 0.75 mile to saddle 4988, then continue about 0.75 mile to a junction with an old road going to the right (northeast).


Follow the old road to the summit, or take the use trail shortcut.


NOTE:  The direct route from saddle 4988 to the summit is (obviously) quite brushy.


If you return to Santiago Peak, there is 700' gain.  If you return to the road going to Holy Jim Trail, it’s a 450' gain.


 





ROUTE 2


(USFS Parking Permit Required)





Distance:	2 miles round trip on road, 1.5 miles round trip on road/use trail


Gain:	460'


Time:	1 hour round trip


Rating:	Class 1, easy


Leader Rating:  “O”, normal conditions


Navigation:  Easy





Original:	Dorothy Danziger & Byron Prinzmetal May 2000





DRIVING ROUTE 2





See Santiago Peak guide route 2





HIKING ROUTE 2





From the 2WD parking area, hike the road up to the summit or hike east up the ridge to the summit.


4WD vehicles may drive 1.0 mile further to the summit.








ROUTE 3


(USFS Parking Permit Required)





Distance:	2 miles round trip on road, 1.5 miles round trip on road/use trail


Gain:	460'


Time:	1 hour round trip


Rating:	Class 1, easy


Leader Rating:  “O”, normal conditions


Navigation:  Easy





Original:	Warren E. von Pertz - Mar 1969





DRIVING ROUTE 3





From the Intersection of Fwy. 55 (Costa Mesa Fwy.) and Katella Ave. in the City of Orange, go east on Katella and then southeast on Santiago Canyon Road (S18) to Silverado Canyon Road. Turn left.


Drive east 5.7 miles to the end of pavement at a Forest Service gate. If the gate is open, pass through the gate, note your odometer, and go as follows:


At 6.5 miles, fork. Go right.


At 7.4 miles, fork. Go left


At 7.5 miles, fork. Go right


At 9.1 miles, fork on the left. This is the take-off point for Santiago Peak. Turn left. 2WD vehicles should park here.


4WD vehicles may drive 1.0 mile further to the summit.





HIKING ROUTE 3





From the 2WD parking area, hike the road up to the summit or hike east up the ridge to the summit.


 


SPECIAL CONDITIONS


Silverado Canyon Road and Bedford Road are seasonal, with fire, weather or other closings. Further, Silverado is closed at special times of the year to protect an endangered frog.  Check with the Corona Forest Station, Cleveland National Forest at (909) 736-1811. 








PEAK NAME ORIGINS


By Mr. Louis Quirarte


Named by the USFS after Madame Helena Modjeska (1840-1909), a world famous Polish tragedienne. She was a founder of a utopian Polish colony near Anaheim (1876). When it began to fail (perhaps because utopians generally make poor farmers), she learned English and resumed her career (1877). For three more decades she was an enduringly popular star who was famous for her Shakespearean roles. She became a naturalized citizen and built a home in Santiago Canyon (1888). When she passed away her friends suggested renaming what is now called Santiago Peak in her honor. Nearly twin peaks form the summit of this mountain (which is why it has also been called "Old Saddleback"), the USFS chose to name the lower of the twins after her. A canyon and an island in Newport Harbor also bear her name. Previously this summit had been known as North Peak. Name first appeared on AMS Santiago Peak topo (1942). Name officially accepted by USGNS (1961). Peak was on the original 1946 HPS Peak List.





Change log:


4/09/2002-BP added route two, changed route numbers so the hiking route is route 1, and added some miscellaneous other information.


4/10/2003:  Changed Hiking Route 1, Routes 2&3 description, and Hiking Route 2





Modjeska Peak	(5496')	18B
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