*** USE AT YOUR OWN RISK ***
Russell Peak



  (6696')
 


                  01K


Location: Kern County, about 45 miles north of Mojave


   140 miles from Los Angeles

Maps:
Auto Club:
Kern County





Forest Service:
Sequoia National Forest

USGS Topo:
Owens 7 1/2 

HPS Topo:
01K Russell Peak (to be issued)

Nearby Peak:

Backus Peak (see Backus Peak route two for joint hiking instructions.)


ROUTE 1

Distance:
6 miles round trip on road and cross- country

Gain:

2700 feet

Time:

4-5 hours round trip.

Rating:

Class 2: Moderate

Navigation: Moderate

Access:
Do not park past the wilderness

boundary signs. 
Original:

Byron Prinzmetal, April 1999.
DRIVING ROUTE 1

1) Take SR 14 to Mojave.
2) Continue north on SR 14 to the intersection with SR 178 (Freeman Junction).

3) Go west on SR 178 to 4.7 miles to a dirt road on the north side of the highway. Park here. Unlimited parking space. Obscure mileage marker reads 83.50. If you are coming from the west it is 3.7 miles from Walker Pass summit to the parking location.

HIKING ROUTE 1

1) From the parking are walk north on the dirt road to Walker Well.  Continue north until you meet a ridge coming down to the road on your right (east side of road.)
2) Leave the road and walk north up the ridge and pass the class two/three rocks that make up the south side of Russell Peak on the right.

3) When you reach the saddle turn left and proceed up to the peak.

ALTERNATE ROUTES
This peak has been climbed from Morris Peak.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS
All car travel is prohibited beyond the wilderness marker on the dirt road. 

Do not attempt to hike up the ridge through the cliffs to Russell Peak.  You will be in class two, three or higher rock climbing depending upon your route.


HISTORICAL NOTES

This peak is named for Bill T. Russell (1921-1997) 
The following are excerpts .—Excerpted March, 1997 from Southern Sierran obituary by Duane McRuer 

During his almost three decades of Sierra Club activities, Bill T. Russell engaged in all aspects of the Angeles Chapter’s outings program as a trip leader, trainer and educator of leaders, navigation guru, management of outings groups, historian and archivist, and superb exemplar of Sierra Club Outings traditions and culture.  He was an extremely active leader of Hundred Peaks Section, Desert Peaks Section, and Sierra Peaks Section trips for more than twenty-five years, averaging more than a dozen trips a year throughout that period.  He led all the more difficult as well as the easier peaks, and had an exceptional reputation for leading safe, well-planned and superbly navigated, successful trips.  Experienced participants on these trips were left with great memories while newcomers were introduced to the mountains in the best possible way.  Bill T. was one of those rare birds, a Triple List Finisher, having climbed all of the peaks on the Hundred Peeks Section (HPS), the Desert Peaks Section (DPS), and the Sierra Peaks Section (SPS) lists.  Not only did he finish all three, but also knocked off the Desert Peaks list twice, the Hundred Peaks list three times, and achieved a second Senior Emblem with the Sierra Peaks.  For several years he was the Chairman of the Angeles Chapter Leadership Training Committee (LTC), which is responsible for leader training within the chapter.  He organized and conducted classes, lectured, improved the curriculum, etc.  As an editor and co-author of the Leaders Reference Book, he made major contributions to several editions of this enduring guidance and reference source for Angeles Chapter outings leaders (also used in several other Sierra Club Chapters).  Russell is the principal author of the chapter on Navigation, an art that he had studied in great depth and practiced with great skill.  He instituted the Navigation Noodle, instructional outings for potential trip leaders, and conducted them for many years.  In addition to his leadership in navigation, he also served as the LTC snow climbing chair, as a rock climbing instructor, and as a safety examiner for both the LTC and SPS.  Bill T. Russell was unique in the Sierra Club as the only person who had been the chair of the LTC and of the SPS, DPS, and HPS Management Committees.  Russell also served on the Angeles Chapter Executive Committee, represented the Angeles Chapter on the Sierra Club National Mountaineering Committee, and worked for many years on the Angeles Chapter Safety Committee.

Bill received the following awards:
HPS John Backus Leadership Award (1978); Angeles Chapter Outings Service Award (1980); Angeles Chapter Chester Versteeg Outings Award (1982); Angeles Chapter Lifelong Service Award (1996) 

Please report any corrections or changes to the 

Mountain Records Chair.

Change Log:

08-10-2002-BP added the historic information about Bill Russell and fixed some formatting errors.
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