Location: Kern County, about 10 miles northwest of Inyokern.


	150 miles from Los Angeles


Maps:	Auto Club:	Kern County.


	Forest Service:	Sequoia National Forest


	Topo:		Owens Peak 7½, Walker Pass 7½


Nearby Peaks:	Mount Jenkins, Owens Peak, Five Fingers.


�



ROUTE 1


Distance:	9 miles r.t. on trail and cross-country


Gain:	2000' 


Time:	4-5 hours r.t.


Rating:	Class 1; Moderate


	Navigation: Easy


	Leader Rating: "I" (normal conditions)


Route:	Trail mostly with easy cross-country





Original:	Al Campbell/ Paul A. Lipsohn    Nov 1972





DRIVING ROUTE 1


Take Hwy. 14 to Mojave.


Continue north on Hwy. 14 to the intersection with Hwy. 178 (Freeman Junction).


Go west on Hwy. 178 to Walker Pass. Park here. Unlimited parking space.





HIKING ROUTE 1


From Walker Pass, (5246') hike north on the Pacific Crest Trail about four miles to a saddle (6600') southwest of the summit (UTM 100496). Leave the trail and follow a prominent use trail which goes diagonally up towards the ridge and hits the ridge just east of the peak. Turn left and go up to the summit.





ROUTE 2


Distance:	4 miles r.t. cross-country.


Gain:	2400' 


Time:	3-4 hours r.t.


Rating:	Class 1; Moderate


	Navigation: Moderate 


	Leader Rating: “I” (normal conditions)


Route:	All cross country, steep most of the way





Original:	Al Campbell/ Paul A. Lipsohn    Nov 1972

















DRIVING ROUTE 2


Take Hwy. 14 to Mojave.


Continue north on Hwy. 14 to the intersection with Hwy. 178 (Freeman Junction).


Continue north on Hwy. 14 for 5.3 miles to Indian Wells Canyon road (dirt) on the left. This is 0.4 miles north of the Homestead Cafe. Turn left. Note your odometer and go as follows.


At 2.6 miles, Powers Well on the left. Keep straight.


At 2.7 miles, fork. Go right.


At 3.8 and 3.9 miles, forks. Keep left.


At 5.2 miles, fork. Go right.


At 5.8 miles, fork. Keep left. This is the turn-off point for Owens Peak.


Drive about .5 mile to an abandoned mine (gold and tungsten). Park here. Do not block the road.





HIKING ROUTE 2


From the parking area (4840'), hike up the road past the cable. Keep left at the first fork and right at the second fork. Continue past the end of the road into the canyon ahead. Continue up to the saddle at 6500'. Turn left, leave the trail, and go up the ridge (south) to the summit.





Peak Combinations


Morris is commonly done with Jenkins by a long trail walk along the PCT.  It is also done with Jenkins by a much shorter route by using route two of Morris to access the PCT or by having a short car shuttle and combining Morris’ route two with Jenkins route three.





�CAMPING


About a mile past Walker Pass is the entrance on the left for Walker Pass Campground. There are restrooms and water during summer months. There are walk-in primitive sites. There is no fee or reservations at this time.


Powers Well is on the driving route for route 2. It has no water or facilities. It is very close to the starting point for Five Fingers.








NOTE


Morris Peak, Mount Jenkins, Owens Peak, and Five Fingers (Aquila) are all in the Owens Peak Wilderness. At the date of this revision no permit is required.








Peak Name Origins


By Louis Quirarte


Name's origin remains unknown. Who it could have been named for (whether early miner, homesteader, or surveyor) remains a mystery. This area is under the jurisdiction of the BLM, but their Archeologist, Joan Oxendine, could offer no further clues. Nor is there any record of any "Morris" in the Kern County Pioneer Museum in Bakersfield, Maturango Museum of the Indian Wells Valley in Ridgecrest, Victorville Historical Society, or the Kernville Historical Society. The first printed evidence of this name appears on a USFS map, but Archaeologists Stephanie Tungate (Sequoia), and Linda Reynolds (Inyo) can't even guess who the "Morris" in question was. The nearest miss is Sequoia N.F. Supervisor Henry Norris (ca. 1930). Bob Powers, whose family homesteaded the Walker Pass area in 1862 doesn't remember any Morris family. Even the usually knowledgeable Ruby Jenkins could only add "Gee, I've always wondered where that name came from too." First printed record of this peak name is from first survey party's field notes (1926). "Morris" first appears on the 15' USGS Inyokern quad (1943). Lisa Kok, Domestic Names specialist at the USGS Rocky Mountain Geodetic Control Center at Denver, believes that the Morris in question was part of the original surveying team but at the time of publication could not find written records of the names of the men who comprised this first team. Name first appears on USFS Sequoia National Forest (South Half) map (1940). Peak was added to the HPS Peak List in 1971.














Change Log


01-15-2002- B. Prinzmetal corrected information for route two, added the possible hiking combinations and the peak name origins.


***USE AT YOUR OWN RISK***


Morris Peak	(7215')	1F
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