








vines that took over the yard. Blackberry plants spread by 

shooting out stems from undrground roots, and this monster 

proved nearly unkillable. It sent roots and shoots in all directions 

with a vigor rarely seen. And today? Yep, Burbank's "Giant" is 

now on the Ten Worst Plant Pests lists of the West Coast states. 

It chokes off rivers and creeks and crowds out other plants and 

creates massive "briar patches." Commonly spread through the 

droppings of birds, the seeds find their way into areas where the 

Himalayan has never been planted. 

And that includes Kagel Canyon. This plant has found a 

home at a few spots alongside our creek and possibly else 

where. It has an interesting stem that has five angls, so a cross 

section of a cane looks like a pentagon. It also has dark green 

leaves with a lighter undersid. The canes have thorns and can 

grow to 15 or 20 feet in the most god-awful tangles, to the point 

where you really can't get to most of the berries. 

But-those berries -- oh mama -- they're considered one of 

the best-tasting blackberries out there. Delicious off the vine or in 

a pie, it is common in Oregon and Washington to see families 

picking berries alongsde roads or bridges in July and August 

when the fruit ripens. 

Technically, the Himalayan is not considered a wild 

blackberry because it is not really from California, but the truth is 

that it has become so abundant in the wild that it is more 

common in some areas than our native blackberry species. 
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Blossoming white in May and June and fruiting a couple 

months after that, the Himalayan blackberry has not 

become a pest yet in Kagel Canyon, perhaps because of 

our limited water supply which curtails its growth. And 

more than one Canyonite has been mighty pleased to 

taste the delightful fruit of this monster - The Frankenberry 

from Luther Burbank's greenhouse. 
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